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Mission

BPW International develops the business, professional 
and leadership potential of women on all levels 

through education, advocacy, mentoring, networking, skill 
building, and economic empowerment programs and 

projects around the world



Our	Footprint	across	Five	Regions

North America
& the Caribbean 

Asia Pacific

Latin America

Africa

Europe
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Canada



THE BPW WORLD 
FEDERATONS AND CLUBS
30,000  members
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BPW International Learning Academy
Provides:

v Real time learning on all levels
v The most affordable experience

v Covers many aspects of our professional life



Main Values:
BPW	Organization	&		Governance

Personal	Development
Advocacy

Business	and	Influence
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PROGRAM

3   Communications 

2   Values

1 Governance Documents
Constitution, Regulations,
Procedure Manual, 
Organization Guidelines
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RESPECT
R  - Respect democracy /rules /responsibility  of all

E - Equals as human beings /women
S - Support encourage

P - Professional 
E - Effort / Excellence

C - Commit ,Connect,  Conclude
T- Trust / Tolerance 

2.   Values
The Organization
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Spoken
Written / tone
Emails

3   Communication Etiquette 
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Spoken - with respect and dignity

3   Communication Etiquette 

The Organization
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Written - Tone  
- Respectful 

Dear Regional Coordinator Marta Solimano
Dear President Yasmin Darwich

- never red, bold, capitals
YOU DISAGREE WITH MY REPORT!#!!

3   Communication Etiquette 
The Organization
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Emails   - Professional / complete
- Signature

Best Regards, Sally X          
Best Regards,√
Sally Smith
Vice President 2014-2016
BPW, Switzerland
Skype:  sally.smith
Phone +41 (02) 555 5555

3   Communication Etiquette 
The Organization



Voluntary Work / Paid Work
BPW

Career is #1 Priority (paid work)
Family is #2 Priority
BPW is #3 Priority
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Tasks which no-
body wants to do

Changes

Salary compensates
lack of motivation

What to do if nobody 
is available for a task ?

SALARY  Work VOLUNTARY  Work

Can be ordered Have to be negociated, very time
consuming, have to fit motivation

C r i t e r i a 

Conflicts
Stress by conflicts are

part of the job, 
bosses can give orders

Can kill motivation and 
end work

Critics It is like criticising the gift
a voluntary worker offers

Appreciation,
thank you

Mainly by salary, 
appreciations are welcomed

Satisfaction by successful results,
Appreciations and thank you 

have to compensate for no salary

Team partners
A good team is favorable,
but working with difficult 
partners is part of the job

A good team is vital. Not fitting
partners costs a lot of time and 

energy and can block work

Comparison:  Salaried & Voluntary Work

Paid staff has to tolerate 
or accept critics
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BPW Organization
Succession Planning
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- Knowing and respecting what has already been done

Succession planing

Leaders in voluntary working organizations 
need special attributes

- Ability to integrate, as well as strategizing with vision

- Motivation: LOVING BPW and members

Personality of a President = most important success factor 
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“What can I get from BPW?”     or  
TOP 10 Benefits of BPW International Membership

1 Direct contact to all Affiliate Countries: see www.bpw-interantional.org 

2  Website and “BPW News” for information 

8 ”Member initiated Taskforces & Projects”

4  Participation at UN Conferences & UN Projects

3  Participation at International Congresses and Conferences

6 “Leader’s Summits“

5  Further Education and Mentoring Tools

9  Worldwide cultural and language training

7 International Initiatives e.g.  EPD, UNGC, WEPs, ITC,  WoBs  

10 Best place for emotional learning 

” 
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Keep us O God from pettiness; 
let us be large in thought, in word and deed.

Let us be done with fault finding and leave off self seeking.
May we meet each other face to face 

without self pity or prejudice
May we never be hasty in judgement and always generous

May we strive to touch and to know the great common 
human heart of us all and 

O Lord God 
Let us not forget to be kind

Written By  Mary Stewart Member of BPW Colorado in 1904 as a prayer to instill a sense of unity among women working together 
with wide interests and important goals.

Collect
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Success:
Govern well
Communicate Well
Collaborate Successfully
Develop & Grow Together



Liz Benham    NFBPW USA President      Past International President

LET	US	
LEARN Together		
and	see	what	we	

can	MAKE.	
Dr	Lena	Madesin	Phillips



Muchas Gracias
Moieto Obrigada

Thank you
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Our	A,B,Cs	
Advocacy

Business
Collaboration 
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PROGRAM



BPW	Advocacy	
Advocacy
United Nations 
UN Women 
UN Global Compact
International Labour Organization-ILO  
International Organization of 
Employers - IOE
World Health Organization - WHO
Women Impacting Publc Policy -WIPP
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Access to the United Nations
The international Platform of Advocacy!

v Access to annual Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW NY) (CSW GVA) CSW Vienna)

Join 5000+ NGO’s to discuss and learn about the issues

v The theme for the 61st CSW NY 
v March12 – 24   2017  is

“Women’s Economic Empowerment in the Changing 
World of Work”
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Benefits of BPW Membership



United Nations Alliance
United	Nations

New	York
Geneva
Paris
Vienna

.
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• UN	Women						United	Nations	Women
• UNGC United	Nations	Global	Compact
• ILO International	Labour	Organisation	
• NGOCSW	NY NGO	CSW	NY	Annual	Commission	on	Status	of	Women
• FAO Food	and	Agriculture	Organisation	of	the	UN
• WHO World	Health	Organisation
• CONGO												The	Conference	of	NGOs	in	Consultative	status	at	the	UN
• IOE International	Organization	of	Employers

General	Consultative	Status	with	United	Nations	- (69	years)	in

(ECOSOC)		Economic	and	Social	Council

BPW Status with UN and other International 
Organizations

Participatory status with Council of Europe.  (COE)
Represented on the European Women’s Lobby (EWL)
Member of the Organization of American States (OAS )
Collaborate with Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
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Since	2009
BPW
supports		the
Women’s	
Empowerment	
Principles	(WEPs)
and	as	an	NGO	is	
leading	this	
worldwide



WEP’s		CEO	Signatories
600	and	counting!………..



Liz Benham    EPW USA President      Past International President



http://www.bpw-international.org/about-
bpw/policy-based-initiatives/equal-pay-day



Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights  
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cedaw/pages/cedawindex.aspx
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BPW	Business	

Business
ITC
We Connect International 
IWEC – Chambers of Commerce
United Nations Global Compact 
- Business Leaders Summit
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UN	Global	
Compact	

Leaders	Summit
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UN	Global	Compact	
Leaders	Summit
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The	annual	Women	Vendors	Exhibition	and	Forum	(WVEF)																										
provides opportunities	for	:

Mentoring	by	the	multi- national	corporation	buyers	on	their	
corporate	/	market	needs	and	business	dealing	requirements

Exhibiting	your	business	
Possibility	to	secure	contracts	with	buyers	

www.intracen.org/womenandtrade
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3Rd WVEF (2015)
Sao Paulo , Brazil
Over 400 Vendors 
Buyers and trade 
support institutions
Represented.
$20 Million supply 
contracts signed

4th WVEF 
Istanbul, Turkey, 
Dec 7-9, 2016 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odxOp5Zi
My4&authuser=0

# SHE TRADES

https://youtu.be/odxOp5ZiMy4
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WEConnect	International is	a	corporate	led	non-profit	that	
provides	access	to	multinational	corporations		with	dedicated	
procurement	policies	for	women	business	owners	.

Provides	certification	(fee	based)	for	women	owned	business	
enterprises	that	are	at	least	51%	owned,	managed,	and	
controlled	by	one	or	more	women.	

The Certification process is required to ensure that businesses
are “export ready” and financially viable to access the
procurement sourced by corporations.

http://www.weconnectinternational.org/
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OUR ADVOCACY WORK 

Government
(Public Sector)

Corporate
(Private Sector)

NGO’s = BPW
(civil society)

BPW	
is	the	

Facilitator
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We have the Power to make a 
difference 

Through our Advocacy! 
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Worldwide  Events
5 Regional Conferences

Asia Pacific: Auckland ,New Zealand April 9-10, 2016
Africa: Kampala Uganda June 23-25, 2016

Europe: Switzerland, Zurich Sept 30-Oct 2, 2016 
Latin America: Cancun,Mexico Sept 2-6 2016
North America: Grand Cayman, Nov 5-8  2015

Annual Conferences
BPW International Leadership Summit 

New York, March , 2017.
UN CSW New York  – March 12-24 , 2017  
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BPW CANADA  Biennial Conference 2018

BPW International Congress  Cairo, Egypt  23-27 October 2017  

PROGRAM



BPW International

International Congress
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Cairo  
Egypt

October 23-27, 2017



BPW International

International Congress
Cairo, EGYPT
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The Road to Women‘s Empowerment and Equality:
We are all Responsible for the FUTURE....
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Advocacy	is	the	power	to	make	a	difference	through	Leadership	and	Action	
and	our	road	map	to	the	Promised	Land!
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Success:
Govern well
Communicate Well
Collaborate Successfully
Develop & Grow Together
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LET	US	
LEARN Together		
and	see	what	we	

can	MAKE.	
Dr	Lena	Madesin	Phillips


